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SUB J : RHODESIA: GOB REACTION TO INTERNAL AGREEMENT 

1 . INITIAL GOB REACTION TO SALISBURY INTERNAL AGREEMENT 
APPEARS TO BE THE BY-NOW-FAMILIAR ONE OF " WAIT AND SEE”. 

2. AT MEETING FEB 21, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SECRETARY MPOTOKWANE 
TOLD DCM THAT GOB HAD NEITHER MADE NOR YET PREPARED ANY SUB- 
STANTIVE COMMENT ON SALISBURY AGREEMENT, AND WAS AWAITING DETAILS 
BEFORE DOING SO. HE ALSO STATED THAT THUS FAR THE "AGREEMENT" 

SEEMED TO HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO BEFORE IT WAS FLESHED OUT. 

HE SAID HE KNEW OF NO PLANS FOR A FRONTLINE STATES' MEETING 
ON THE ISSUE, ADDING THAT "AT THE MOMENT, THEY WOULD HAVE 
VERY LITTLE TO DISCUSS". HE NOTED THAT OTHER FRONTLINE STATES 
HAD ALREADY MADE QUICK AND NEGATIVE JUDGMENTS OF THE INTERNAL 
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AGREEMENT. (HIS MANNER IMPLIED A THINLY VEILED DISAPPROVAL 
OF WHAT THE CAUTIOUS MPOTOKWANE PROBABLY CONSIDERS THEIR 
PRECIPITATE REACTION.) 

3. ON FEB 17, SPECIAL BRANCH HEAD HIRSCHFELD TOLD EMBOFF THE 
BEST COURSE WOULD BE FOR ALL PARTIES TO "WAIT AND SEE" 

AND NOT JUMP TO PREMATURE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE INTERNAL 
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SETTLEMENT. BOTSWANA, HE SAID, WOULD SUPPORT ANY SOLUTION WHICH 
BROUGHT PEACE TO THE AREA. HE THOUGHT IT VERY POSSIBLE THAT 
ONCE A BLACK PRESIDENT EMERGED IN ZIMBABWE, THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT FORCES WOULD LEAVE THE BUSH AND RETURN HOME. NKOMO, 

HE THOUGHT, WOULD BE SORELY TEMPTED TO DO THE SAME (PRESUMABLY 
TO BECOME THE "BLACK PRESIDENT"). 

4. ON THE SAME DATE, DEPUTY PERMANENT SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS MOGAMI, IN A HASTY TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, TOLD DCM 
"OUR POSITION IS MUCH THE SAME AS YOURS", I.E. GOB WILL TRY TO 
WAIT TO I EARN DETAILS OF INTERNAL AGREEMENT BEFORE MAKING 

A SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT ON THEM. 

5. COMMENT: THE BLANDNESS AND CAUTION OF GOB'S PUBLIC 
POSITION IS HARDLY SURPRISING, GIVEN THE DICEY POSITION 
BOTSWANA OCCUPIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE UNDERLYING URGE 
FOR PEACE WHICH HIRSCHFELD (PARA 3) CORRECTLY VOICES. 

AT THE SAME TIME, GOB REMAINS COMMITTED TO PRINCIPLES OF 
ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS AND PARTICULARLY TO FREE AND FAIR 
PRE-INDEPENDENCE ELECTIONS AS THE BEST EXPRESSION OF 
ZIMBABWEAN OPINION. NORLAND 
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